1. Look through the following texts describing the system of medical education in the USA

 TEXT A.

Medical Education in the USA

Primary school education generally takes the pupil from the age of 6 to the age of 14 years, and secondary school - to the age of 18. After finishing his secondary studies the candidate for medical school must complete at least three years of higher education in a college or university.

This period of college or university studies is called "the premedical phase". The students who are taking this course of studies preparing them for a medical school are called "premeds". A student applies for admission to a medical school when he has completed premedical studies. The application costs approximately $ 50.

 Academic achievement is the most important factor in the selection of students. In most medical schools candidates are required to pass the admission test. This is a national multiple choice test. The test lasts about eight hours over a one day period and includes questions in biology, chemistry, physics, mathematics and English. Then special admission committees have personal in​terviews with the candidate in order to assess the candidate's general qualities, his character and his ability to study medicine.
 The competition is very difficult and only about half of the students who apply to a medical school are accepted and begin their medical education. 
 The basic medical sciences are presented largely during the first two years of medical studies. For instance, in the first year at Johns Hopkins students study anatomy, biophysics, bio​chemistry, physiology, bacteriology, histology and other subjects. In the second year they study microbiology, pathology, physical diagnosis, pharmacology and laboratory diagnosis. At the end of four years all students receive the Degree of Doctor of Medicine, that is M.D.
Then they must work for one year as interns. This course of work at the hospital or clinic is called internship.

The period of residency is obligatory for all medical graduates. This period varies, depending on the specialty of the doctor. Generally, the period of residency is three or four years. For instance, residency in surgery and neurosurgery in the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine lasts for four years. Residency in internal medicine, preventive medicine and radiology lasts for three years.
After the residency the graduate is granted a license to practice and he may work either in government service or private practice.
 Medical schools are gradually increasing their tuition fee in all the universities of the USA. Only a small part of students receive scholarships. The majority of the students have to work to pay for their studies. The government financed universities charge less, while the tuition of the private colleges and universities is extremely high. For instance, tuition for the full course in medicine for one academic year at the Cornell University Medical College, New York, which is privately endowed is: Tuition - 9.100 dollars; books, instruments etc, 60 dollars; food - 1.800 dollars; lodging and utilities -1.400 dollars, health service fee - 200 dollars; hospital insurance -143 dollars, per​sonal - 1,200. All in all it amounts to 14,443 dollars. These figures represent a typical budget for an academic year.
TEXT B.

Admission to medical education in the United States

Admission to medical education in the United States is competitive. So competitive, in fact, that many undergraduate institutions in the U.S. appoint a pre-med adviser whose job it is to help guide American students through the process of applying to medical school. 

Medical school competition is even steeper for international students. Many international students also do not receive the same advising support American students get from the pre-medical community. In addition, one of the requirements of the Doctor of Medicine degree at American medical schools is that applicants must have a bachelor’s degree (or 90 credit hours) from a U.S. university or a college, which creates another barrier for international students who want to apply to U.S. medical schools.

TEXT С.

What aspects distinguish U.S. medical education from medical education 
in other parts of the world?

There are differences in both degree structure and course content. Most foreign medical schools are based on either the French or British system. They are more commonly based on the British system, which requires six years of training and one year of internship to achieve an MD degree. In the first two years, students study prerequisites such as algebra, physics, and English and move on to the molecular sciences in their third and fourth years. The last two years consist of clinical rotations. Most of them become general practitioners after they complete their last year of internship and never  have any specialization.

In contrast, the standard medical degree in the U.S. takes four years to complete. Students must have a bachelor’s degree (or the equivalent of 90 credit hours) and all the necessary prerequisites before entering. In the first two years, students take both basic sciences and Practice of Medicine (POM), where they are introduced to patient care through a simulation center, ‘treating’ actors who are hired to behave like patients. There was actually a mandate in the nineties to change the American curriculum and introduce students to clinical care earlier in the program. American medical education also tends to focus on the hard sciences as opposed to public health. Schools in Africa, Europe and the Middle East base their curricula on the specific needs of their country. Countries with public health issues require students to do internships in infectious diseases or community health. This is especially advantageous in Africa, where students come out trained to treat the most prevalent ailments. These types of experiences are optional for students in the U.S., instead of being embedded in the mandatory curriculum. 

TEXT D.

 “Programmed Patients” Help Students.

          Appearances to the contrary, there is nothing wrong with this patient. She is actually a young lady who makes a career of pretending to be sick.
     Margo Makee is one of four "programmed patients" who are presently helping to teach third-year medical students at the University of Southern California School of Medicine to recognize various neurological disorders. Three years ago, Howard S. Barrows, MD, professor of neurology, initiated the program in which actors and actresses play the role of patients during neurological examinations by students.

The programmed patients can simulate up to 13 different neurological disorders including multiple sclerosis, encephalitis, a ruptured aneurysm/psychomotor seizure, cerebral embolism, or carbon monoxide coma.

There are numerous advantages to using such actors. Dr. Barrows explains. Actual patients are soared the ordeal of repeated examinations, and the actor can repeat the performance until students learn to make a differential diagnosis.

Also, the actor-patient is able to simulate some diseases which are so rare that a student might never, encounter them during his training.  "Yet, this may be the very illness he is called upon to diagnose later in clinical practice," Dr. Barrows points out.

In addition to playing the part of a patient, the actor also assumes the role of instructor. He or she has been taught what steps a doctor should take in conducting a proper neurological examination. While the student is writing up his findings, the actor must complete an 88-point evaluation form and express a personal reaction to the student's bed side manner.

A recent addition to the program, the use of videotape to record ex​aminations, allows students to evaluate their own performances.
The typical 30-minute examination conducted by the medical student takes place under realistic hospital conditions. While the student is told to assume those signs of illness that cannot be simulated, the programmed patients  put  in  a  realistic  performance.   Even  experienced  physicians sometimes forget the patient is pretending. Practicing physicians enrolled in postgraduate courses at the University are told beforehand that the actors are feigning illness. Nonetheless, one physician reacted to the actress’ tears  and complaints about the bright light, by stopping the examination to ask for a towel to shield her eyes.
TEXT  E.

10 Facts about Medical Education in the U.S.

1. Approximately twenty-five percent of all physicians in the U.S. are trained internationally, according to the Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates.

2. There are 129 accredited medical schools in the United States.

3. The average tuition and fees for first year non-resident medical students for 2010-2011 was about $40,000.

4. The standard U.S. medical school curriculum is four years long.

5. In order to gain admittance to a U.S. medical school, a student must have a bachelor’s degree (or the equivalent of 90 credit hours).

6. The length of medical residency programs varies from three to seven years, depending on the specialty.

TEXT  F.

Applying to Medical Residency Programs in the U.S.

U.S. residency programs offer an excellent opportunity for aspiring doctors from around the world to further their education and gain excellent experience.
Students must have completed at least three years of medical school to apply for any of the required USMLE exams, which include the Step 1 Medical Sciences exam and the Step 2 Clinical Knowledge

(CK) and Clinical Skills (CS) Exams. These same tests are also administered to graduates of U.S. and Canadian medical schools. The Step 1 exam is aimed at testing general scientific knowledge, whereas Step 2 assesses a student’s ability to put this knowledge into practice with a patient.

TEXT  G.
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Medical Sciences Exam: An eight-hour, computer-
based, multiple-choice exam covering knowledge in the
basic medical sciences: anatomy, behavioral sciences, bio-
chemistry, microbiology, pathology, pharmacology, physi-
ology and interdisciplinary topics. The exam costs USD
$825.

Clinical Knowledge Exam (CK): A nine-hour, comput-
er-based, multiple-choice test that covers clinical sciences
including diagnosis, the understanding of disease mecha-
nisms, and care management principles. The Step 2 CK
costs USD $840.

Clinical Skills Exam (CS): An exam to ensure that
graduates of medical schools demonstrate the ability to
gather and interpret clinical patient data and communicate
effectively at a level comparable to students graduating
from U.S. institutions. The day-long exam must be taken
at a regional clinical skills evaluation center in the United
States. It consists of twelve fifteen-minute examinations of
standardized patients, with ten minutes to compose a writ-
ten record of the encounter (Patient Note). Students will
be graded on their medical history and physical examina-
tion data-gathering skills, communication and interperson-
al abilities, and English language proficiency. The fee for

this exam is USD $1,200.





TASKS:
1.  Say true or false:

1. Entry to a medical school in the United States is highly competitive.

2. During their premedical training, students frequently have the opportunity to spend considerable time in a hospital and acquaint themselves with many basic medical procedures and common disorders.
3. After graduation from medical school, the student has the title of PhD.
4. After graduation from medical school, young specialists are allowed to practice medicine within the state.
5. If a physician wants to specialize his practice, he or she must obtain a fellowship.
6. Approximately 30 percent of all physicians in the U.S. are trained internationally.
7. The standard medical degree in the U.S. takes six years to complete. 
8. The actor-patients help to teach medical to recognize various disorders. 
2. Choose the proper words to complete the sentences:

1. Professor Smith gave us a …. of lectures on pathology last month (cause, course)

2. To find the ….of his diseases was not difficult.  (cause, course)

3. Premedical…takes three or four years and complete medical…usually takes more than ten years. (education, training)

4. Working at a hospital and caring for patients an intern gets the necessary practical… (experiment, experience)

5. The students made a lot of…in their laboratory classes in chemistry. (experiments, experience)

6. Newton was the famous English…who discovered the law of gravitation. (physician, physicist)

7. After graduating medical school, he began to practice as a…at his native town. (physician, physicist)
3. Complete the following phrases using the words given below:   

First, the future doctor must spend three to four years of premedical ………………at a recognized university. Here he learns the basic ……….….. . The…………………………… for medical …….…….. are chosen from those students who have made the top grades in premedical studies. 
The medical ………….…is very intensive, and it is more difficult to maintain a part- time  …….… than in regular colleges or universities. Students may be able to make long-term  ……….… to pay for their studies. 
During the first two years of the medical school curriculum, the students learn the structure and functions of the human …………. in classes in anatomy and physiology. They also study biological ……….., which is the basis for clinical laboratory diagnosis and medical therapeutics. In their ………..  classes they learn about diseases and diseased tissues. Studying pharmacology, they learn about ………... 
In their third and fourth years, the students receive instruction and practical ……..………in the actual care of patients. During this phase of the training, the students learn internal …….…….……., anesthesiology, endocrinology, preventive medicine, radiology, dermatology, neurology and other clinical subjects.


During this time the student frequently has the opportunity to spend considerable time in a …………….…… and acquaint himself with many basic procedures and common …….. While making the ………….. rounds with his instructors, the student learns to deal with patients. 

After ………..…... from medical school, the student goes to the …….…..….. in a hospital. During this period, the student receives a small amount of ….…….….. . If the new physician wants to specialize his practice, he must obtain a  …..…….……or fellowship, lasting three to five years. 

Postgraduate medical courses are offered by medical schools, hospitals, and medical organizations in order to keep physicians abreast of new ………………..…. In a sense, the doctor is always a …………….., and always is improving.

1. Residency

2. Medicine

3. Body

4. Hospital

5. Pay

6. Ward

7. Experience

8. Developments

9. Student

10. Graduation

11. Internship

12. School

13. Disorders

14. Drugs

15. Loans

16. Training

17. Sciences

18. Curriculum

19. Candidates

20. Job

21. Chemistry
22. Pathology

4. What sciences are described below?

1. the study of anesthetics – 

2. the sciences pertaining to childbirth and diseases of the female reproductive system –
3. the science that uses medical imaging to diagnose and sometimes also treat diseases within the body –
4. the science that deals with the physical manipulation of a bodily structure to diagnose, prevent, or cure a disease –
5. the study of the glands of internal secretion –
6. the study of the nervous system and its diseases –
7. the study of skin disorders –
8. the science that deals with the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of adult diseases –
9. the study of the measures taken for disease prevention – 
Histology

Psychiatry

Pharmacology

Dermatology

Physiology

Radiology 

Surgery

Endocrinology 

Chemistry

Biology

Anesthesiology

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Ophthalmology 
Otolaryngology 

Preventive Medicine 

Pediatrics

Urology

Psychology

Neurology 

Medical Therapeutics

5. Look through a brief summary on a typical medical school day in the preclinical years on http://www.medaholic.com/a-typical-day-in-medical-school/
Based on this example, describe your typical day as a medical student. 
