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Question 2. Modern students’ life: problems and prospects for the future.

A8 oo

Hello! First, T should say that I enjoyed very much reading your posts in Russian! I hope you also enjoyed this type of communication!
Now, let’s speak English!

I propose to move closer to your studies and your personal perceptions of being students.Let's discuss modern students' lfe. Are there
any problems and what are the prospects for the future?

Today, the world is more complex, competitive and demanding than ever before. Young people often need to balance their studies, work
and relationships while at the same time, working and planning for their future. What are the main problems that university students
have in Russia and in the USA? What helps them survive in this fast-changing world? Friends, family or something else? What is the role
of social networking? Does it have  positive impact on young adults' lives? What kind of studies do young people need? Do we need
any changes in the system of training? If yes, what should be changed? What manuals should students have? Or may be they needn't
any? What role should the teacher play? What measures could be used to improve student well-being in your University?
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Thank you so much for reading everyone's posts. We are working diligently to improve our skills everyday.
In consolidated paragraphs answering your important questions, I would like to offer my insight. One must first realize the radical
difference of students both in the past and future. Today's world demands more skill and ingenuity out of students so that their future is
successful in this high-tech, "get-it-done-today” workplace. While learning these traits in school, many problems arise due to an
unbalance in either studying or social addiction. The one problem above al others: an over abundance of social media dependency. This
‘addiction, although found around the worid, is most apparent in students here in the United States.

The role of social media and networking is to connect and stay in contact with friends and family. This feeling of communication availability
‘with distant family and friendship helps students cope with the stress of school. Its main impact, being either positive or negative in
terms of its addictive nature, affects all users of young age.

Growing up, young people leamn all aspects of ife and what path they want to pursue. I believe all should be taught the basics of all
studies so that they can make an informed decision about their way forward. The system of training I feel is not the problem and
shouldn't be changed; It is the student's drive to leamn that will put them on either a hard or easy path to achieving their goals.

1 do not understand the "manuals” question, but I suggest that students do not need any sort of manuals. School resources, instructors,
and access to the intemet provides the keys to success. Teachers or instructors should play the role of wanting his or her students to
have the understanding of what is taught and to be a positive motivator for learing.

In the university, providing a positive leaming environment, smart/educated instructors, and adequate resources will improve all
students well-being.

Thope I have answered all your questions and thank you for your post.

KommenTapun

M Taspuniok Okcana ATIeKCaHAposHa, 04.02.2014 00:51

Good ideas, Tyler 1)

Thank you for your post! The problem is that in Russian
universities students have less freedom that in the USA.
They often have to use those textbooks which are proposed
by the teachers. They are allowed to choose neither
lecturers nor the subjects to learn. Our students are
accustomed to timetabled studies. This makes difficult our
students’ becoming more autonomous and responsible for
their future.

Annaxseparos Cabyx Kapu ornei, 06.02.2014 20:01
Tam completely agree with you!

Annaxseparos Cabyxu Kapwm orn, 06.02.2014 20:13

Our system of education is boned! Causer is money, lack of
‘money and mentality of russian society. But I am sure that
we difinitely need to make some changes in Education,
otherwise collaps will meet us soon...
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1 think that Russia have a lot of problems in the system of education. First of all,

our state exam. On the one hand you can choose

only important subjects for your education. But on the other hand if you don't pass your exams you can forget about university. You will
pass exams next year again. Sometimes in Russia we are cheat. I don't like this, but it's true. I think we should to enter university bit by
bit ke in Europe, USA, England etc. Our universities can not guarantee employment. I believe, our government will improve the system
of education.

Tm sorry for my grammar mistakes. Good luck:)

KommenTapun

Yecrelin flxecnun ., 04.02.2014 04:31

Your english is very good! For colleges in America, we have a
standardized test that is called SAT. It sounds a lot like your
exams where if you do not pass with high enough scores
then you will not get into college. Are your exams for college
specific based on choices in major or s it standardized?

M6 Kan ., 05.02.2014 10:46.

You do not need to apologize for grammatical mistakes. You
used better grammar in your response than I have seen
some Americans use.

We too have standardized tests and a lot of pressure is put.
on us to perform well. Some schools will only accept students
‘with high test scores, which aren't a good representation of
a student. Many students cheat here too. On the SAT test,
people have created fake IDs to take the test for someone.
else to get them a better score. While our universities can't
guarantee employment either, certain degrees are more.
desirable and will help you get a job.

What do you mean by entering university bit by bit?

Faiigenic Braavcnasa Cepreesa, 05.02.2014 11:52

Hi, Jaslene. We have two standardized exams (math and
Russian language). And other exams we can choose. For
example if you want to enter in medicine university you need
to pass only Math, Russian language, Chemistry, Biology.

Faiigenic Braavcnasa Cepreesa, 05.02.2014 12:08

Hi, Kal. Thank you it is very important for me. I mean that in
our country you can get bad marks in school, sometimes to
ignore lessons, but if pass the exam you can enter universit
easily. Oh the other hand if you “brillant” student in school,
but you flunk the exam you can forget about university. Your
reputation don't help you. I think it is unf:

M6 Kan ., 06.02.2014 04:32

1 completely agree with you! Here there is pressure to do
‘well on SAT/ACT tests to be admitted to college but many
schools also ook at other things. Many schools here will not
take a student if they do not have enough extracurricular
activities and leadership experience. They are also starting
to require several years of foreign language in high school tc
getinto a good school.

Annaxseparos Cabyx Kapum orne, 09.02.2014 15:47

Stop, stop, stop. Russia has accepted westem type.
examination. There are some advantages and
disadvantages. We made education more accessible and
percent of corruption was increased. But we lost our unike
soviet school, which was one of the most progressive in the.
world. Anyway we have to confess that modern system of
examination is not ideal, we have problems, a lot of
porblems.




SAT = Scholastic Assessment Test – экзамен на определение академических способностей для выпускников школ, поступающих в вузы

ACT = American College Testing – отборочный экзамен для выпускников школ, поступающих в вузы
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I think that secondary education in school is not associated with university studies in Russia. After the
s dropped because students were only to certain di

knowledge of discipline: St university. Problems arise! Students begin to go to the tutors, spend

a lot of money to learn what has been taught in school.

It seems to me that this exam should be for those who go to college or technical school after high school. And those who want to get

higher education must pass all disciplines in school and as defined in the University as it was before the new education reform.

But reform is complemented and I hope that in future it will be stable and clear.

Sorry for my bad English.
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T have only experienced education in the American school system, so T will discuss the issues with that. First off, I believe one of the

st outstanding problems with the American school system is that I es that students make often do not accurately convey
%m_ Tinow plenty of sxiramely imteligent studente who get poor scoras and Grades. and Tanty of lees FEGligant students Who
get Scores and grades. I feel like the grading system conveys more of a knowledge of how to placate the system.

for, as opposed to

the answer because they know it is the on:

knowledge for the long term future. nm% learning material, but rather simply recalling information from
shorter-term memory. Of course, T will admit I am as guilty as any in this.

As for what helps students to survive this madness, that is something that is different for each student. For some, their fiends, for others
their family, their religion, their own personal drive. I have seen students who have virtually no real friends succeed, and those who
have no family support what-so-ever have the same amount of success. Social media can also be a source of drive for many. Personally,
1am a supporter and advocate of social media. I have friends spread out across the whole world, and the only possible way to keep up
with all of them is through social media. It also helps the flow of information. I often hear about world events on Facebook long before
hear of them anywhere else. Occasionally I don't even have to look out my window to tell what the kind of weather is happening, 1 just
have to look on Facebook. 1 believe social media has a mostly positive impact on young adult's lives, but we may not be sure how large
or small this impact s for years to come.
The types of studies students need is also a great issue in the American school system. I believe that students need to be taught
knowledge that they will use in everyday life, or in the most common of occupations. I believe too many resources are devoted to
creating "well-rounded" students, to the point that they become lacking of the more important and practical knowledge. As for manuals,
there should be a way to update them sooner. 1 remember in earlier school, we might have a textbook for one dlass that was new, and
another that was 7 years old. Th and teachers should take on a more mentoring role. They should not only feach their
CRudents the Subjact ey are paid to teach, BUE 35 mary I lesaons o possble. 1 had many teschare who would oy teséh ther
subject, but the only truly great teachers that I have had have been the ones that taught their subject, and life lessons as well.

As for how to improve our university, I think the obvious thing would be the food. We need better food. I think we can all agree, that the
food situation is why some of us are driven crazy by this place. You can almost taste the insanity with every bite. On a more serious
note, I think I have witnessed all of the issues I have discussed at our university, at least to some extent. Some more S0 than others,
but nothing too outstanding. Overall, our university is not very bad.

Sorry for the very long post, 1 may have gotten a little carried away. I think it may have been something I ate earlier today...

KommenTapun

r BonoTuHa Aua HukonaesHa, 05.02.2014 21:11
Hi, Addison. I think you shouldn't worry about bad
knowledge retention. It is an integral part of the studying,
‘which is inherent to every student. The best way to solve
this problem is to understand what knowledge you need for
your future career and try to keep it in your memory.
What the problem with food in your university? What did you
eat earlier and what American students always eat at the
university?:))
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Hello,
First of all I would like to say that I think we are all blessed to be able to attend institutions of higher learning. That being said there are
many issues and adjustments that come up being college students. The first being that it is @ major adjustment moving from high school
and living with your parents to being responsible for yourself in a new and challenging environment. The second is dealing with financial
aid and balancing your personal budget at the same time. Lastly starting over socially. I think social networking helps with the social
‘aspect of college and finding who you fit in with. Now what would help us as college students survive in this fast changing world is
‘adaptability, quick wit and strong friends and family. As far as the system of training, I think a combination of lecture/classroom
instruction in conjunction with online assistance and work would increase leaming. Overall college is a great experience and a superb
education.

KommenTapun

Koueprya Keerus HukonaesHa, 06.02.2014 00:09

Nathaniel, hello! Do American students have any payments
in the form of scholarships or grants? Q

Kpeiinep Hatanvans ., 07.02.2014 11:55

There are actually plenty of scholarships and grants available
to students. You just have to read the qualifications and
consequences to accepting some of them. For example my
scholarship requires me to serve eight years in the Army
upon graduation of college. What kind of scholarships or
grants do y'all have?

3onuka Banepus I0pesHa, 09.02.2014 21:51
Nathaniel,do you spend a lot of time in social networking ?

Kpeiinep Hatanvans ., 10.02.2014 04:32

Valery, I used to however I have not been lately. With my.
classes and my duties as a cadet I have not been getting on
‘much. Do you spend a lot of time on social networks?
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1n modern day, the life of a student is much more demanding than what it used to be.

In order to have a decent job and salary, it is becoming more and more necessary to

attend college. However, while attending college is becoming a priority, education can .

be rather exnensive. Students are having to work to pay for college, and often end

up taking out loans and graduating with piles of debt.

In addition to the problem of cost, college students are currently having  difficult time

Wm the past few vears, America has been dealing with

rising unger rates. Graduates are competing for limited positions, and are

overqualified for the work which is available.

Another problem students have been facing is the physical demands of being in

college. Trving to balancs rork, work, relationship, and nec tasks

students to get 3 reduced a and lect healthy ifestyl:

The str s placed on students from the issues listed above can be hard to

handle. Personally, I handle the fast pace of college through the support of my friends

and through allocating time for relaxing and rejuvenating. If I ever have a bunch of

‘assignments or research to complete, I will often take runs to dlear my mind and

release the stress. One device which is often detrimental to my productivity in school
social media. While social media can be beneficial if used correctly, it often becomes

a distraction. I believe that the influence of social media on our generation can be
o £ communication slls SRR o oSS T Y

"In regards to the UAVErSIty system, I do believe that some changes need to be
made. Students would thrive f the curriculum were tweaked a bit. At our university,
everyone is required to take core classes despite their major. These classes include
statistics, science, music appreciation, ekc. However, a lot of times the dasses are not
challenging, and are a waste of both time and money. I think that we shouldnt
require core dasses, or should at least have them be challenging and useful for
gaining knowledge. Also, the prices of required books are uite expensive. Education
needs to come at a lower, more reasonable price.
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Firstly, I want to say thank you for everyone’s posts. A lot of true and interesting information has been said about modern student's life
and study, so my own answer will be short. In order to avoid the repetition I decided to sum up all points of view and invent a kind of
imaginary portrait of a modern student.

‘What qualities and abilities are essential for student well-being?
1. Responsibility and prudence (Our future depends on our current success)

2. Hardworking and patience (Nothing can be achieved without effort)

3. Friendliness and sociability (For somebody this quality is not necessary but I think that it's more comfortable to work with
communicative people, isn't it?)

4. Ambitiousness (It's really important to know what do you want and what do you need to do for this)

5. Strength (Everyone should be strong to carry heavy books and manuals. Medical students also take with them medical gowns, caps
and removable shoes)

6. Speed (Sounds fun, but sometimes you need to be very fast to attend all lectures or to catch the bus in time)

7. Brave stomach (To digest all harmful food which students eat during the break)

8. Free interet (Without any comments here)

Please, don't take all information seriously, some items were written with humor and positive spirit :)

KommenTapun

306 Yunssn ., 06.02.2014 20:37

1 enjoyed the brave stomach part, that's something the
students over here have to have all the time! But your right
strength/speed aspects, which I would tie into health. It's
super easy to forget to take care of yourself, and with
dlasses, friends, and work overlooking such things isn't
difficult.

Kpeiinep Haanvans ., 07.02.2014 12:23

1agree with your list and I'm glad you have a good sense of
humor. It seems like college students no matter what
fiprep Peiiuen ., 07.02.2014 08:18 country think and do the same things.

T enjoyed your post! T especially agree with the part about
patience being a necessity. Often, it is easy to become

BonoTuHa Ava Hukonaeska, 07.02.2014 15:04

impatient when there is not immediate gratification from our I'm glad to read all your comments :) B
S I T e e e It's true that students around the world are similar to each
other, do same things. Twice I found myself learning
On SaMcon ., 07.02.2014 11:56 anatomy at the last night before the lesson, those nights
were too long and difficult, so it's better to fight with laziness
. You make a lot of good points. I think a lot of students here and do all things in time. (Unfortunately, 1 usually remember
Iack a sort of patience and responsibility, myself included. A ‘my own advices only at the last moment )

lot of students would rather look for a way around the.
system, and find the easiest way to do things, even if they. Yecrelin [lxecnun ., 07.02.2014 20:30
are not the most beneficial. We try to make things easier for

ourselves at the moment, but in the end oy create Treally like your speed comment. More times than not I find

problems in the future. I can testify to this because I always. ‘myself running out the door to class or my car and by the
put things off until the Iast possible moment. That's when 1 time I arrive to my lecture I am out of breath and have to
find myself writing 12 page essays in one night, which is not laugh at my self. Your points are true for every student and I

fun at all enjoyed reading your post!
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I think one of the biggest issues being faced by college students now is making the transition from high school to college. For me.
espedially, I made it through high school by doing the bare minimum and starting college was definitely a shock. I've had to learn how to
not procrastinate and manage my time effectively. When it comes to issues like this and others that we may face, I prefer to seek help
through my family and friends. T know that I wouldn't be where I am today without my parents and the friends I've made since freshman
year. When it comes to social networking, I'd say it has it's positives and negatives. Some positives could be: Getting the word out about
an upcoming event, keeping in touch with old friends, or giving information to a large aroup of people. Some negatives could include:
posting things that could be deemed inappropriate, starting arguments, or giving people the wrong image of yourself or others. As far as
studies that students should receive, I'd say that student's should be taught things that are applicable to the real world and the career
they want to follow. There are plenty of dasses out there that won't do anything for you in the long run and have nothing to do with
your career. I believe that the teacher should be able to play the teaching role but also 2 caring role. There are too many teachers out
there that just don't care about their teachers and it is highly unfortunate. I think that some students can benefit heavily from a teachers.
support and motivation. Finally, I think my school is pretty well rounded. The majority of classes are small enough to have a
student/teacher connection and there 3 plenty of services to help students in need.

KommenTapma

Kynakosa Mapus BATanseaHa, 06.02.2014 20:47

Kpoydopa, I absolutely agree with you that our parents and
friends support us in difficult minutes and they are always.
with us.

3onuka Banepus I0peaHa, 09.02.2014 21:41

1 agree with you Kpoychopa that teachers played the one of
the most important role in students’ universities life, because.
they influence on process of education.

Bawnanaukren Taiinep ., 10.02.2014 13:43

Good post there my good friend Andrew. Both points you
made about family/friends and teachers are absolutely true.
The way to succeed is through support as with any way of
life. When you have this base of support and are able to
communicate with them regularly, its makes lfe and
achieving your goals a whole lot easier.
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Nowadays,education has crucial role in your future. Students need to work hard in university, if they want to get a job in the future.
It's hard for me to talk about problems and difficulties in student's life, because, in all fairness, I don't have any. I have a lot of free tim:
for my hobbies and I don't think that studying in university is difficult.

In my opinion, the only problem is that medical students in Russia have to spend their time leaming subjects not even related to their
future profession, like IT or history.

KommenTapuy

Baknangunren Taiinep ., 10.02.2014 13:40
Education today in the 21st Century is definitely a key factor

in your future success. And in all faimess in your last point, I
understand and somewhat agree with your last point, but to
be a solid all-around professional nowadays, its better to
have knowledge in multiple areas.





